
 

 

OVERISEL TOWNSHIP 

Board of Trustees Monthly Meeting 

8/12/2025 
 

 

Call to Order: Supervisor Lisa Russcher called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and Koopman opened with 

prayer. 
 

Members Present: Supervisor Lisa Russcher, Clerk Lori Scholten, Trustee Josh Groenheide and Trustee Ben 

Koopman. Treasurer Rachel Hoeve was absent with notice. 

Al Co Commissioner: Commissioner Craig Van Beek submitted a report 

Salem Township Library Assistant Director, Naomi Younglove reported 

Chris Kleinjans from Community Impact gave a report about housing needs in Allegan County. 

 

Minutes: The July 8, 2025 Board meeting minutes were presented for approval. Motion made by Groenheide   

and supported by Koopman for approval. Motion Carried. 
  

Overisel Fire Department: Fire Chief Kooienga reported 18 incidents for July. Plans on going forward with 

the purchase of a new Lucas machine for $18K. FD needs to add some additional electrical outlets in the 

Overisel Station for approx. $400. Both were approved at the March 11 Board meeting. Working on final 

details for the new tanker. Statewide Mutual Aid was discussed. 

 

Overisel/Fillmore Deputy: Deputy Wei Chen reported a total of 68 calls for July, 40 for Fillmore Twp and    

28 for Overisel Twp.  

 Zoning Report: Groenheide reported. Zoning book-waiting on attorney 

 Supervisor: Russcher reported. Township Clean-up Day is Sept. 20, 8:00-1:00 at the Transfer Station. Wait 

time changes from 4 to 6 weeks for Zoning requests. May affect how the dates of the Boards are set 

starting next year. Some resident road concerns. Blight property is starting to improve. 

Treasurer Hoeve submitted a report. The first payment by credit card successful. 

Clerk: Scholten gave a report. There will be an election on November 4 for Zeeland School District residents. 

Voting will be at Overisel Township Hall, 7:00 am – 8:00 pm.  No early voting for this election. 

Public Comment: Discussion about traffic safety concerns in parts of the township. Discussed possible 

purchase of an AED device, maybe through a grant. 

 

Motions: 

1. A motion was made by Groenheide and supported by Koopman to approve Ned VanFarrow  taking care 

of leaf disposal for 2025 for $550. Motion Carried. 

2. Motion was made by Scholten and supported by Koopman to hire Brett Prins to the Fire Department as 

recommended by the Fire Board. Brett has had Firefighter 1 and 2 training. 

3. Motion was made by Koopman and supported by Groenheide to seek attorney counsel regarding zero 

tolerance policy for the Fire Dept. 

4. A Motion was made by Scholten and supported by Groenheide to approve Resolution 2025-5 supporting 

the Fire Cadet/Explorer Program in cooperation with the Careerline Tech Center. 

5. A Motion was made by Groenheide and supported by Koopman to approve the purchase of (3) $200 gas 

cards for Fire Dept for a total of $600, so trucks at Bentheim don’t have to travel to Holland in order to 

fill their tanks. Drivers will turn in receipts as the cards are used. 

6. A motion was made by Groenheide and supported by Koopman to approve paying the bills as presented. 

Motion Carried. 

7.  A motion was made by Scholten and supported by Groenheide that the meeting stand adjourned.  

Motion Carried. 
 

Next Meeting: of the Overisel Township Board of trustees will be held Tuesday, Sept 9, 2025 at 7:30 pm in the 

Overisel Township hall. 
 

 Lori Scholten, Clerk 


